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PHILOSOPHY

The philosophy of the Oglesby Public Schools' Early Childhood Education Program is designed to help
develop positive self-concept, enhance creativity, and enrich each child's life socially, intellectually, and
emotionally. There is an atmosphere of acceptance in which the individual needs of each child are
considered and in which the child can flourish and grow under the guidance of qualified teachers.

This program is based on the developmental approach to early childhood education that places emphasis
on learning skills that are geared to each child's stage of readiness or development. Our approach to
learning recognizes the tremendous capacity and desire of the young child to discover and explore the
environment of their immediate world enabling him or her to convert his natural curiosity into the learning
process.

District #125
Mission Statement

All children can learn. It is the mission of Oglesby Elementary Schools to present opportunities for
children to grow and develop as emerging learners within a complex society. We will provide a learning
environment that is conducive for learning and allows for personal development to take place. District
personnel will strive to provide the children with those ingredients needed to build a solid foundation as
each child evolves into a lifelong learner.

Early Childhood Program
Mission Statement

It is the mission of this program to provide quality, developmentally appropriate, early childhood education

to children ages three though five, which are not eligible for kindergarten. This program examines the

needs of the children, families, school districts, and communities we serve. The curriculum addresses the
identified needs. Understanding the parent adtss the chil
made to help the family educate the child. This program has an important role in shaping the social,

emotional, and intellectual development of the young child. The intent of this program is to provide

enriching, enjoyable, and meaningful activities that nurture young children.

Parent Training Program i Families First
Mission Statement

It is the mission of the parent training program to provide guidance and support to families as they care for
infants and/or young children. Aware of the issues families face every day, the parent training component
of the early childhood program is committed to encourage parents in the nurturing of their small children.
Education programs and other supports will be provided to assist parents in promoting a quality
relationship during the childés early years.



Criteria for Selection for
Early Childhood Program
(At-Risk Program)

For a child to be eligible for enrollment in Oglesby's state-funded early childhood
program the following are the primary criteria considered when determining student
selection. Children are screened by an early childhood screening team once school is
in session.

1) A child who is between 1 and 6 months below in one or more of these
developmental areas:

- cognitive

- speech/language
- fine motor

- gross motor

- socialization skills

2) Ot her Factors considered when determining

- hearing and/or vision problems

- health problems

- low income

- single parent family unit

- primary language at home is not English

- age of parent is under 17 or over 35 at the time of child's birth

- low birth weight, premature, or other prenatal/postnatal
health problems

- mobility of the family

- education level of the parents

- involvement with other social agencies (Public Aid, DCFS,
Against Domestic Violence, etc.)

- four of more children in a family unit

- previous enrollment in Head Start, At-Risk, or similar program

If upon further testing, it is deemed necessary and appropriate, the child may be
considered for services provided by the Developmental Preschool.

Frx CHILDREN MUST BE 3 YEARS OLD BY SEPTEMBER 1, IN ORDER TO BE
ENROLLED IN THE EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN AT-
RISK.

Fxk In addition to all students who qualify under the above criteria, Oglesby
Early Childhood Program will accept all 3 and 4 year old year-old children from
communities served under this program as long as they have been screened and
space is available.




ENTRANCE AGES

This program is open to children ages three and four. A child must be age three by September 1
(exception is Developmental Preschool Children). Parents are required to bring a copy of the child's birth
certificate.

A child reaching age 3 during the school term, who has been screened by the early childhood screening

team, may be deemed eligible for this early childhood program if space is available and all the other
requirements have been met.

HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

A complete physical examination and a lead screening test for every child entering the Early Childhood
Education Program are required. Health forms are available in the school office. The district also requires
a dental examination be completed prior to a child entering the school. These forms are also available in
the office. The physical examination must be completed by the first day of school, August 21. The dental
should be done by the end of the school year. Any child who does not have these records on file will not
be allowed to attend school unless these requirements are met or confirmation from the doctor's office is
received stating the date of your scheduled appointment.

BIRTH CERTIFICATES

Students are to have a birth certificate that is certified by the county to be turned in to the school. We are
unable to accept copies of these certificates without the certification of the county.

EMERGENCY CARE FORM

You will receive an emergency care form when your child enters school. Please complete this form and
return it to the child's teacher as soon as possible.
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CURRICULUM

The overall curriculum of the Oglesby Public Schools' Early Childhood Education Program is designed to
meet the individual growth and developmental needs of the young child. Activities are provided in the
areas of art, music, children's literature, concept development, large and small motor skills, dramatic play,
listening skills, science, and many others.

ART

Various art activities, such as clay, finger painting, water colors, crayons, and easel painting assist the
child in experimentation, creativity, and development of motor skills. In addition, these activities help a
child express emotions and feelings. Remember, the process is often more important than the product.




CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

Themes are planned to meet the needs of the children. Many planned activities are derived from these

themes. Examples of such themes are "colors", "shapes", "food groups”, and "animals". These themes
attempt to expand the child's cognitive skills, language development, and curiosity.

DRAMATIC PLAY

This is a very important part of the program as it gives each child the opportunity to actually portray the
roles around him or her. These play opportunities help foster within the child a greater understanding of
the way people relate to each other and their place in the world.

MUSIC

Ample time is allowed for singing, marching, and experimentation with instruments and rhythms. Often
listening to music serves as a way to relax the child and provide smooth transitions to other activities.

LITERATURE

Books are available each day. In addition, special time is set aside for stories, puppets, flannel board
stories, films, and story records. All of these experiences contribute to the child's language development
and understanding of the world.




SPEECH/LANGUAGE

Atime is set aside each day for language development such as proper use of pronouns, prepositions, and
complete sentence usage. Periodically a Speech/Language Pathologist may spend time with the class in
small group activities that stress a particular language skill or concept.

LARGE AND SMALL MUSCLE ACTIVITIES

Physical exercise and the development of motor skills are experienced daily. Various equipment is used
such as balls, climbing equipment, and balance beam for large muscles. Small motor skills are developed
through various manipulative materials including puzzles, blocks, beads, and similar items.



SOCIALIZATION

All activities strive toward helping the child learn how to get along with others. Through all the activities of
the program, an attempt is made to create and develop in each child a feeling of belonging, respect,
friendliness, consideration for others, self-confidence, and a positive self image.

ABSENCES

Please let us know ahead of time or call the school (883-9137) if your child will be absent. Please send a
written note upon return.

PERMISSION SLIPS

Permission slips will be sent home and must be returned with your signature before your child may
participate in field trip activities if this is not taken care of at registration time.
CLOTHING

Send an extra set of clothes to keep in your child's bookbag or backpack. Please label and place in
plastic bag.

Be sure your child wears clothing that is comfortable for play. Dress for the weather.




FOOD AND PLAYTHINGS FROM HOME

Children are discouraged from bringing money, toys, gum, or candy to school.

Parents wishing to bring special treats for birthdays may make arrangements with the teacher and must
bring store bought or pre-packaged items for students. This ensures careful monitoring for students with
allergies or medical conditions that require the school to know the listing of ingredients. Please keep
these guidelines in mind when planning parties or treats for the students. If homemade items are sent to
school, they will not be passed out to the students. The only way we can be sure our students are not
placed at risk is to monitor treats the students receive.

TOY AND BOOK LENDING

Several times during the year each child will bring a toy lending bag with several toys and books to use
and share with younger family members. This should be returned within 3 days. A list of all materials and
supplies will be enclosed in the bag so that you can be sure all learning materials are returned.

When visiting the classroom, parents or guardians may checkout one toy or game to use at home with the
children. This toy or game may be checked out for one week. We also have children's books that may be
checked out for one week.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT

Each parent or guardian is asked to act as an in-classroom volunteer. You will receive a schedule with
your appointed dates. If these dates are not convenient due to work schedule or other commitments,
parents/guardians are encouraged to visit the preschool class any time. You will be asked to help with a
holiday party. Several parent meetings will be held during the year. Your suggestions and attendance are
imperative to the success of the program.




PARENT RESOURCE LIBRARY

Books, pamphlets, and video tapes on positive parenting, nutrition, and related subjects may be checked
out for a period of one week.

CALENDAR

Both morning and afternoon sessions of the Early Childhood Education Program run Monday through
Friday. We will follow the Oglesby Public School calendar. You will be notified of holiday recesses, etc.,
in the newsletter. The hours of the program are: Morning sessions 8:30 -11:30 and the afternoon session
will run from 12:00 -3:00.

NEWSLETTER

A newsletter will be sent home periodically with your child. This will include small and large muscle
activities, math activities, recipes, language, art, and fingerplays or poems to use with your child at home
to reinforce the activities that were stressed in class.

DEPARTURE

Students who reside in school districts other than Oglesby will arrive and depart on the bus. Because we
are concerned for the safety and protection of the children, no child will be released to any person other
than parent or legal guardian. Bussing will not be provided to students who live within Oglesby
District boundaries. Parents are responsible for providing transportation to and from Lincoln
School if they are participating in the preschool program. The only other students who are
provided transportation to preschool are those students who are eligible under special education
rules and regulations.



Reminders for Preschool Drop-offs and Pick-ups

To ensure the safety and well-being of your preschooler, please keep the following in mind when picking
up or dropping off your preschooler:

x  We have two supervisors stationed at the doors who need your help to make things run
smoothly.

x  Preschool begins promptly at 8:30 for A.M. and 12:00 for P.M.; have your child dropped off no
later than those times. It helps to have the children 5 minutes prior to the beginning of the
school day.

x  Please always drive up to the ramp and stay in your car as one of the supervisors will come to
your car.

x  Please do not let your preschooler out at corner or away from ramp.

Allow for eastbound traffic to make it through by keeping the intersection free of waiting cars.

x  Please stay in line and do not park in bus parking areas. Dismissal will go much quicker if we
work together.

X

Pl ease keep in mind that these concerns are for your cl
chances of providing the best and safest environment we can for all of our preschoolers. Thank you for
your efforts in these matters.

SNACK TIME

A nutritious snack is served each day. Children are encouraged to taste each food. No child will be
forced to eat any food or finish all food. Simple table manners will be practiced. Snack time used for
socialization between the children and the teacher.




HOME VISITS

Home visits will be made periodically throughout the school year. A letter will be sent with a specific date
and time. At these times, the progress your child has made and any areas in which your child needs
special help will be discussed. Any questions or comments that you might have are always welcome.

Philosophy Behind Home Visit Component
The philosophy of the Oglesby Public School's Early Childhood Education Home Visit component is

designed to enrich each child's life through cooperation and communication between the home and
school. The Home Visit component of this program stresses the fact that parents are the first and best

teachers of the child. The Home Visit is designed to assist the parents as they strive to help their child
discover and explore the environment of their immediate world and convert natural curiosity into the
learning process.

Purpose of Home Visit Component

The Home Visit permits the parents, teachers, and child to form a bond of trust, friendship, and security.
The teaching staff desires to assist the parents in a variety of ways by providing information about the
community resources, continuing adult education, health, nutrition, and simple learning activities for the
child.

The Home Visit also provides support for the parents when dealing with concerns related to the child
and/ or family. The Home Visit places emphasis

If you have any questions or concerns at any time, you may call the school or come in and talk to the
teacher.
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PLAY TODAY?

You say you love your children,
And are concerned they learn today?
So am | - that's why I'm providing
A variety of kinds of play.

You're asking me the value
Of blocks and other such play?
Your children are solving problems.
They will use that skill every day.

You're asking what's the value
Of having your children play?
Your daughter's creating a tower;
She may be a builder some day.

You're saying you don't want a son
To play in that "sissy" way.
He's learning to cuddle a doll;
He may be a father some day.

You're questioning the interest centers;
They just look like useless play?
Your children are making choices;
They'll be on their own some day.

You're worried your children aren't learning;
And later they'll have to pay?
They're learning a pattern for learning;
For they'll be learners always.

-Leila F. Fagg

Pediculosis_(Policy)

This policy has been developed to act as the District guideline for dealing with the incidence of pediculosis



